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Effectiveness of Online Basic Clinical Clerkship in Pediatrics During the Covid-19 Pandemic
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Abstract: Introduction; We assessed the advantages and disadvantages of a fully online basic clinical clerkship (BCC)
in pediatrics.

Methods; A total of 116 of medical students (grade 4 to 5) participated in a pediatric BCC; 32 students attended
BCC in a hospital and 84 students did so online. We compared students’ reported scores from their instructors and
post-evaluation BCC scores between the hospital and online BCC groups. We also assessed questionnaire responses
regarding the BCC from students.

Results; Compared with the hospital BCC group, the report scores were significantly lower in the online BCC group,
as were online students’ post-evaluation scores and questionnaire responses regarding physical examination. How-
ever, general satisfaction scores about the BCC showed no differences between the hospital and online BCC groups.
Conclusion; In this study, we clarified the advantages and disadvantages of a fully online BCC in pediatrics. A fully
online BCC lacks practice in medical examination and interaction with a medical team. However, an online BCC can
be useful for learning the pathophysiology of pediatric diseases and can be an effective way for medical students to
attend a BCC under conditions of the COVID-19 pandemic.
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